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CHILDREN'S BOOKS IN AUSTRALIA

Background. The first British settlers in Australia were

/)

eonvicts and their gaolers,

1"4 R *

"They came because they were sent. The shouts of command, the

volley of fire to salute the raising of the flapy frightened the green
parrakeets that took flight through the th#n and as yet un-named
leaves. We have been trying to' charm them back ever since.

v -

The soldiers, sailors and conviets -

"True patriots all; for be 1t uneerstood

We left our country for our country s good" -

eame,with folk tales and songs already shaped, to a land that seened’
to. them untouched and ownerless. It‘nes indeed without an owner:
Rather it possessed its people, for whom edch boulder, tree and creature
had a name and a place in an understood pattern.'Our first litefature,
the conscientious’reports despatched to London by'the army.and naval
offieers, tried to make the new iand comprehensible to those at home.
the width of the wsrld: away. Perhaps, too, those reports helped them to
feel that they had come to understand the country that many/éf them did
not wish to leave when later they might.

So most of our writing, in poetry or prose, for adults or
chiidren, he; souoht to comprehend and possess the pattern that we -

4 \

believe we have woven, We w’ite almost obsessively about the country-

P

side, yet most of us live in towns and always have done. We try to

-

exp1a1n our comparat1ve1y<new order of th1ngs to recent arrlvals from

4
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. civilizations already ancient. We use as decorations on tourist souvenirs-
o . ) . “ -’
‘e or we place on exhifjition in museums the most sacred and secret imgges
e of our Aboriginal /predecessars, and think that we honour them by so
. o ’ > /” %MQ{' A ; ;
doing., We are still exploring, in poetry and prose, a land millions of
- ’ /x‘ | oy )
? years old, whose coasts and rivers and ranges were charted and mapped a

barextwo hundred years ago.

v

The country. W¥hat have we learned about our couhtry, what do our

writers seek to re-create for our children? These are somé of the

5 o .

éfacts forming a background to the‘evehts that happen in tSF“bOOka:
. . ,

Australia is the only .island continent, .and the ohly continent -

ruled by a single govenment. It measures Q,OOO;km from east tp west and

3,200 km from north to éouth. It is more than half as large again as

Europe (excludlng the USSR), More than one third of its area of approxi-
2 L
mately 7 y 700 km - lies above the Tropic oﬁ Capr1corn ithﬁn this area

there is a’diversity of landscape and climate.
Most of the mountain ranges are close to the'coast Along the
east coast, the mountalns in the northern ,jhalf may be r1ch with trOplcal

rain- forest. The highest moqntalns 1n the squth-east are clgpakecd w1th i
3 ’ . Q

snow for a large part of the year. Beyond the ranges lie flat fertile

plains, and in the centre-and the west are deserts. About one third pf

the continent is so dry that it is uninhabitable. .

o

. The land. bridges that linked Australia to Asia vanished in

prehistoric times,'isolating'the flora and fauna from the rest.of the L

’ - ~ world, Nearly half the mammal s are marsupials, %hich rear -their young'ﬂn
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C complex systqm df social organization, both within w‘tribe}a

~t . ' .
a pouch. There are no large dangeroﬁé animals. Earlyx settlers found nn
. 4 * . -

plants or animals suitable for domestication or agriculture., The

. . w . - .
Austrdlian Aborigines, the earlier inhabitants of the country, migrated
' : . A -
from /squth-east Asia some 30,000 years ago. -They ,ware semi-nomagdic

. Y . .

huntle#syind food gatherers, and did hot raise cropsﬂér'dqéésticéte'
' , ' 2 |

ahiLaIs.“T ey lived in‘smpll‘tribes, without chleftalns. The;7 was a

/d between
eligion was an integral.paft of dailyblife, agd its
rich c;lture.of ‘ rem;nies, myths, paihtings and rock engrav1nqs grew
a close identifica\ion with the I;nd and gll its creaturés.

tribes. Their

. )
The existence
) c

Asian, Dutch, Spanish nd Portuguese navigatdrs, but the' coastline was

Nof the northern part of the continent was known to

.

harsh and apparently 1ac.'ng‘iq any products sui%abieffOr trade.' In

1770, the richer east coas
/S
g \

James Cook,’ who claimed the land for Britain. In 1&88 a party of atout

was charted from south to north by Captaln

h

one thousand soldiers, sailors aﬁq/convicts landed where Sydney now
stands. Later, free’ setilers migrated to the colony atlso.

Explorat1on had begun even\sefore 1800, and-new settlemengi
were soon estab11shed in the rich pasture and farmlng lands ‘beyond the
- I >
coastal ranges. The discovery of gold 1& 1851 attracted people from ail

r i

‘over tpe w0r1d. Many of them stayed to 'farm the 1and when the golq-

rushes had ended, and gradually the Aborigines lbst their tribal lanAs
to farmers and graziérs. o ,j
In 1901 the six States joined together in a federation to become

the Coﬁmonwealth of Australia, and a national capital was established

' 6
. L e e - o




at Canbe}ra.
‘ .

« Australia is still ap agricultural country, but there has also

©

been a tremendous growth in mineral production and in secondaryfin-J‘
- 1 . - .

dustries of all tyﬁes. The population ié just over thi€%$en million;
- .
nearly two and a half million péople have come as migrants since 1945,
S {

AUStralla is the most hlghly thanlzed natlon in the world; 64 5% of its

. pd

pOpulat10n 11ve in the six State capltals, and a futther 21% in other

¢ \
large ‘gLns and cities, OVer 7)%\of all newcomers to Australla settle

- . [}

[

in the State capltalf_

Early children's books. After the official reports came journals,

memoirs and some easily forgotten poetry. But soon the books about the

\

new counggy included some for children:
! - .
The earliest children'svbooks about Australia date frdm the

beginn%pg of the nineteenth centry, and’'were usually publishedinver=
. . Y ‘
i

'seas. An exceptinn, nqurdeé"ag the first Australian children's book,
i : . _ : .

is A motherbé\bffering to her children, by Lady Go;ﬁ;n Bremer. This was
\
. < i . ‘ 'y
published in Sydney in 1841. Other books were wWritten by popular over-.
N , ST

seas authors lobking for a different setting. The\voluminous peter

2 \

Parley jncluded two books on\ﬁustralia in his series of instructional
_ - . v

books ih the 1830's. G.A. Henty and Horajio Alger were two of the many
authors who "despatched interpid heroes to conquer new dangers in the

Australian bush. v .

Adventure stories, religious and moral tales,ffhﬁ{$y stofieé,

bqshland‘fan}asieé,)ﬁﬁimal stories and poetry were included'among the
‘ .

-
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carly Australian books published in Australia and Britain, My 0¥ fhem

were obviously, intended for an overseas market, as the strangeness of

&

) -, N - . ’ "
scenery, plants and animals was emph&q}sed. Illustrations were often
y [y .

‘by artists who were unfamiliar- with:their subjects and who relied for

. . ~
I3 «

information on inaccurate descriptions.

-

About one third of the best-known Australian children's books
‘published before 1900 were produced by local publishers. There was not

a big enough readésghia‘zb support a flourishing children's publishing

"

industry. Australian, firms had difficulty, too,"in compéting with

* establkished and popular British authors, in Australia as well as in

Britain. Printers lacked the equipment to produce work of top quality
2 ‘ .
and, though artists had begun to emerge who depicted the Australian

{iandscape and the local political scene with vorve smd unders+tanding,
one of them turned to the,field of children's picture books.

It was not until the last fev years of thé nineteenth century

that children's books of any merit were written by authors who lived

-4

in this eountry permanently and regarded themselves as Australian.
Two of these books are still Etocked by most children's librarfés. K.

LanglthParker's re~telling of Aboriginal myths and legends continues

to be amongvthe.besf*in'A-growing'list of titles. Ethal Turner's vivid

hd >

story of a Sy'dney family, Seven little Australiang, (1894) has recently

won new popularity as a result of an“excellent television serial

. c e ~ s * ’ ~t
production. o

L ' The spirit/ofvnationalism that led the six States to federation

- . 5 N

was reflected in litderature at all levels. Mere children's ﬁooks began

N - 8
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~Children's Book Council,

~ - . T4

® . ‘
(j; be written and published locally, and the Australian settimg wag no

longer regarded by the authors as a curiousity. A few of the marY hooks

. . . . A
‘published between 1900 and 1945 are still in print but of these only

"Norman Lindsay's bhe mégic.phdding is assured of a place in Australian
' .

+ children's 1itergture. The hilarious adventures of the Sociéty.of

puddin'
story, .verse and lively illustrations,

Influences on children's literature.

Sinmce 1945 Australian children's

literature hés matured as a result of the same kind of benevdﬁenl in-

fluences that may Be noted in American and British writing at an earlier

period.

First place must undoubfedly go to the qroup of

N

dedicated enthus1asts who in 1945 establlshed the forerunner of the

Chlldren s Book Counc11 of Australla. .jelnnlng 1n New South Wales, it

now has branches 1n most States and 1s currently settlng up an

Australian headquarters in Canberraﬂ Its original aim of encouraging the

« "

reading and distribution'of children's boeoks is still 1mp11c1t in all
the Council's work, but its 1nf1uence ahd activities have qrown far
» .

-

1

beyound the dreams of its founders. -/ o ' -

Through an annual Children's Book Week the Council promotes dis-

plays in bookshops, schools, librariesrqshopping centres and other B

pubiic places throughout the country,.~ It arranges book reviews, inter-

views with childran's autﬁbrs and 11lustrators and similar publicity in

'all the media. ‘ - .

~Owners and the villainous pack of pudding thieved are relatcd in

'Y
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Readj;xig Times A typical issue includes three or four short wﬁ'ctgﬁ* ,

reviews of qpproximately 100 .books and a page of news items. All
/

1)
v

. "~ Australian children's books worthy of critical attention are reviewed, @‘

-

an average «f fourteen per issue. Reviews are not necessarily favourable, '

2 State branches of the Council arry out additional activities,' S

such as organization of seminars ‘and publication of book rists. The .

most widely distributed book lists are those published by the CHildren's

\

Book Coupcilmof Vi_etoria.2

{ L . :
The most significant influence exercised by the ChHildren's Bonk

Council of Australia is probably in their award for the Book of the

LY

o .
Year, awarded since 1946, and the picture Book of the Year, awarded since

e - I3

1956. A new award, Best Illustrated Children's Bogk of the Yeal{, was

_ : o \ .
made fon the first. time in 1974, This award is made through the Children's

Bo?k_Council by tkewVishal ktts Board oé the Australian Council'for the
Arts. Aﬁy award %ay‘be withheld if the Jjudges so decide.

Aﬂnoucgaent of the awards introduces-Chi%Sren*s Book Wgek in July
eaeh year, ensuring maxﬁmuh publicity for éufhor, illustrator and pube-
lisher: Whilst it would be'difficult to'prQVe that the’twardS‘the
actually fa;sed thé standard of Australian children's literature,hthey
-have eertainly had an outstanding influeﬁté/:; directing both pubiic and.
veritical attention to children's books and reading. Thh contribution made
by the Children's Book Council to Australian literature: was reéognized'

. S, , _

by the Australian Government ih 1974, when ‘it made a grant to the councijl

of 55,000 through the Literature Board of the Australian Council for the

CERIC  artse . 10
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K This year, 44 books were submitted by 14 publishews fer jFudging

1 - ) . .

19 éggkzﬁards. : . _ . .
Children'gﬁlibraries. The first 'survey of library service in Australia,

the Munn-Pitt'Repbrt published in 1935, stated that judge bY-ovéfSeaé

standards (i.e.British and American) there was not an acceptable

children's public library in Australia? Lending libraries were for ‘the

o
»

most part outdated schools of arts and mechanlcs' institutes, which the”

G

Report described aa '"cemeteries of dead and forgotten books". A later

. v C e . . . L
report by Lionel McColvin, in 1947, showed little obvious improvement.

“

e as*a catalyst and by the

-

The McColvin Report did, however, se
early 1950's all States had lerary Acts aut orlzlng the operatlon of

publlc 11brar1es by local authorltles (i.e. to and shlre councils).

The acts also @stablished Statefii?rary oards; whose respon-
sibilities included‘ipg promotiﬁgloﬁ public library service and dis-
tribution of State subsidy to local authorities operating libraries.
The deveIOpmeﬁt of”service in individual States has been uneven, de-
’ i o § * . ’ .
pending on a complex'iqter-meshing of historical p 11t1ca1 and geog~ .

raph1ca1 factors. Administration varies from the hlg ly centralxzed ax

in Western Australia, to the locally autonomous, asfin New South Waleé

%
- '

and. Victoria. - . : o -
In all States the importance of children's departments in pubvlir

libraries has been recognized, though the quality of actual service,

particularly in readers' advising,

5

offer room {for considerable

improvement. The Tauber report
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.lbbrarieans was the Reglstratlon Certlflcate of the L1brary Association

commented;.performance is rather below what appearance suggests.

~ v s "

Appearance-rand performance are, gbwever, both improving. Standards o+f

o

o

. Iy - ’ B : . : : . . )
children'& bo¥k “'selecti’re emphasiséd in both. library schools and in . -

. . . . . ot : . - . '. A*
centralized guidancé from the children's library officers of State
12 E4

R -

Library Boards., A geod:Aust}aliah'children'é%book“is'therefore likely
to be bought by most of the«620 public libraries in Australia..

For many‘years the accepted professional qualifiéation for
* Y H

-

»
o h

of Australla. From 1945 thls 1ncluded a _paper on work with chlkdnen and

. 4 .

-the1r literatured This Certificate is belng repalced_by degress and‘ )

-

Ll

- [y

"diplomas issued by sehools of librarianship in univerSities and:fnsé

titutes of technolog Thwse all pake prov1s1on for courses 1n chlldren S

/ r
11terature, with the Un1Ver51ty of New South Wales 4ead1ng the way. he

Its Department of Librarianship undertakes maJor b1bliogfaph1c ‘work on °

<

) <.
children's and school 11brary materials., The value of this wd?k.is

) .

cﬁg:;zed by the Australlan Adv1so<zBCouncll on Blbllograph1q Serv1qg r%

o LY

The Ch11dren s Libraries Sectibn of the L1brary Assoc1at1on of

Australla Was established in 1952. Its off1c1a1 publlcat1on, a quarterly ~
i . - '
newsletter, includes articles on'chtldrén's literature and. oh library

¢ .

.3 . 8 N . '
work\w1th children. It also attempts to evaluate ¢ ren's book seleéq

v

tion aids avaialable to local libraria reguaar end valuable feature
v . -

is a bﬁbliography of current professional literature. e newsletter.
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In+1964 the Children's Libraries Section swonsored a visit to

Australia by professor%SéF& Fenwick .of the University of Chicago. Mer

S

‘report, School. and children's libraries in Australia9 was sympathet jc

I;bfarians"problems but also indicated shortcomings in service. The

I3 -

Fenwick Repoﬁt,aﬁpeared in 1966, and in the same year the Children's

Libraries Section published its Standards and objectives for schoo! |
. , " 10 iation of . .
libraries, The Hﬁ%rary Association of" Australia includes brief

standards for chllgren's libraries in its public Library standards.1

) - x ' - / - o e

School libraries. State Goverfiment are also responsible for

education, and developmen* of wchdol ’45rarins has therefore been

subjedét to many of the inflvances that affected puthc 11brar1es. One
notable dlfferenue, hoaevcr,lla that slnce);969 secondary schoo librarieg

have received subsidy from tho wustralian government, which public

libraries do riot. It seems prabable that 2 similar subsidy will be

s

.granted. to primary school iibraries also.
g‘survey of.thc'primhry.sgyool library situation was commisszioned

in 1972 by the Aéstraliaﬁ Léﬁ}é;;fpromotiou'Counciliz and while there
have bzén somé'ﬁdVances siﬁce then the picfuré.has not yet substantially
ch;pgedi All Stntgfiéffer sdme form of trdininglin'schOOI libraﬂfanship,.
ﬂj;h Victoriavlgndinﬁ infits provisioh of a {ullwtimé course for '\/ﬁ
teacheﬁ-librgripﬁso

| As in public librarieg, 'téefélig a coneern for Australiani
children' ;Jnooks._iho (h114r;n;§ Books Coungil'is award-w1nn1ng Book of

-

the year 1& bgught by almogl every prlmary and secondary school 11brnry

- . - @

in Australia and, as in publi¢ libraries, there is also a welcome for

13
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good nonfiction an Australien subjects.

Present day publishing. The principél change that has occurred in

Australian publishing in the last five years has been the purchase of

7

many'loéal firms by outside interests. The results are probably similar

to those in ofher coqntries.
o The Australian.experience has been that when fhe purchasing firm
is not specifically. concerned with publishing, there is likely to be a
_decline nn publlshlng stanéards and efficiency. When>aﬁ overseas pub-
lisher takes over an Australian firm, the outcome depends on the extent
to which the local ffrm is allowed to continu€® in its former policies.

On the whole, it ccems likely that the advantage of increased access of

/Australian books to oversess mdrkets will be offset by al loss of the LR

individuality that/usually Wistin uighes tﬁe small publishing firm.

¥ - - The index
13

in pfint_

t publishers in fhe 1974 edition of Australian tvooks
. . . r

@ \

1istd some 335 firms, Hut this figu}e includes agents for

overseas publighdgs and many nsshrlations and committees whose primary
. ¢ "

concern is not publisting. The Australian Book publishers' Associatinn
received statistical returis for 1974 from only 56 of the pdqlishers

listed. Of these, fewer thav 20 are general publishers"producing

" children's boocks regularly.

o'

) Children's book statisticg. The A.B.R.A. statistics show that 119 Q

.children's with-an average print run of 14,846 were published in

. Australia in 1974. This compares with a previous figure of 154 title%.with :

an average pr1nt ‘ruh of 17,694, There was an 1ncrease of rep?1nt chlldren g
b

titles to 243 (print run 24, z*o) fram 211 (prlnt run 27 821) These  ~

14
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statistics give only a partial piétyre of childron's book publishing.
They do not irffclude figures from Angus-& Robertson, Australia's semor

publishing house, which has withdrawn from j?g A.B.P.A, print run
figure of 14,846 is high in comparison with that of 4,768 for adult

) . y .
fiction or 4,910 for general literature, but the children's book figure ~

includes cheap editinsns -produced for sale through supermarkets and ' .

newsagents. , ~

Representatation in select lists. The most useful general statistics on

Australian books for children are available from the lists published by

the Children's Bonk Council nf Victéria. In{i??Q the Council published

)
£y T

the fourth edition of their select list, Aus rﬁlian chiléren‘s honks.i' '

This consisted of 192 titles covering fiction (includigg some adult
. novels) for all age groups, histor(\ travel, biography, Australian
Aboridings, nature study, architecture, art and poetry. About 80%:ff
the noﬂ-fiction hooks were not broduced specifisally for children., of
the 38 publishers. represented, 15 ;ere previously Australian-nwned;
of'fheSe 15 only 7 are now Ausfralian-owned.

This was thﬁ last séparate listing of Australian books produces

4/\, by the Council. In 1973 the sixth edition of a general list, Bnoks for

cﬁi%gren,is was published. The selection committee decided that

L

- ' .

Australian children's books had now,reached international sfature and
v .

no longer needed t6 be judged by a different gkandard. They also
decided toeliminate adult fiction suitable for young people, and

. 4. i 4
most non-fiction.
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This 1list, consisting of/} total  of 680 titles drawn from British, .
. , ‘ .
American and Australian bonks of fiction, folktales, poetry, plays ang-

first books for younger readers, includes 58 Australign titles. Of fthe

4 » n !

o "*19 pubiishers represented only 2 are Australian-owned f1rms. In any
current list of Austra11an ch11dren s.books in pr16t .the firm most
strongly represented is Angus & Robertson, Oxford Uﬁivgggifyjpress has

¥ - been the leader in fiction for older ch}ldren; The locally—owned firm
Qf’digby has broduced ﬁany attractive non-fiction boéks‘énd is glso
vde;elopind a pange of fiction titlés. The influence of enthuégastic and
knowle&geablevchildreg's d{}ors is seen in the'curren puilishing by the
Australian b}énches of Hodder Sto;ghton-dnd Qilliam Collins. Recent
picture books collins have been welcomed in a section where local

publishing has not been extensive.,

\ Translations, Altﬁough Australia has drawn her recent immigrants from

all over Europe and the Middle East, virtually no translations of
children's books are published in Australia, and we rely on 1mport1ng

translations produced by British and American publishers. Australian

v children's books are frequently reviewed favourably in British chlldran 3
book reviewing journals, and many of our: best-known writers of today'haVQ

16 .
been published'in American editi#ns. o ’ 2

A

In 1974, 13 Australian publishers participated in the Bologaa
Children's Book Fair w1th a display of approx1mate1y 150 books., It is

hoped that the- numerous enqu1r1es about publlcat1ons on display will lead

- -

to more trapslations of Australian material into other languages.
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\ ' In tne'léat ten’ years tnerg nave been translations of books by
popular authors sucit »s H.F. Brinsmead, Nan Chauncy, Mary Patchett,

.

Joan Phipson, Ivanm Sbufha%], Elcanor Spence, Colin Thiele and Patricia

- Wrightsen. It is interegting to note that only oge of these authors has
B 4 “ .

not produéed a book horoured with a childrén{s'ﬂook Qouncfl award. At’.

. N f ‘ : .
least 92 translations of QS”titles by thcsewauthorq have been publishedA
: \

in a total of fifteen lenquages. There is an ed1t1on 1n German of 33 of"

the 46 tlt’es, Duteh, Norwegian and Swedish §§e~each represented by

™

. . -
nine titles,

Australian 15b?ar1ans wpuld ﬁartzculurly wel come more transla-

) . _ . .
tions in Italian, Greek and Sevbo-Lroat, to provide a bridge for
‘ - P .

0

" children of migrant parents, ‘ Se

-Australian children’s b°0K§;f£§31;.It is noticeable that in almost all

Australian childen's beoks the setting is f;rmly 1oca1, Very few authors
have(wrltten hlstor;cal §r cantgmparary storlas set in another country,

there are few works of non-fiction that do not deal with a spe01flca11j
f

Auatrallan suaJect. Ie fhe path to pfagerul coqueratlon between coun-
tries beglns with undqrstanding at an RkﬂlVlﬁual 1eve1, I suggest.that an
1n51ght intp Australrn may be gained thro gh a rcadlrg of the best of

our preseng~day wvtters.

Myths and Jegends- = The early settlers of Australia came from a countyy

,which had had a comparatiVely high literacy rate for centuries;.Their

folk tales wege Brtgyéh so that our orchetypeﬁ are seen through .

European eyes though thgy may have feotures sheped by the Australian

. I




&,

~16-

countrysid!.

Our liveliest folk tradition is therefore one of bush ballads -

European folk tunes to which Australian words have been fitted - and
tall tales - Crooked Mick of the Speewah is first cousin to Paul |
Bunyon and Pecos Bill, Between the folk song and the book there was no
strongly deyelopedrintermediate stage of folk tales, so Australian

chikdren's literature lacks the earlier oral tradition which. 1s the
backbone of‘many ational literatures. . v

Instead, we haveuborroyed the myths andﬁlegends_of the Anstralihn
Aborigines, whose creation n;ths seeh to explain the origin of familiar
birds, animals and natursl phenomena. These myths are so deeply

23
embedded in their own culture that they may seem Sparee and inaccessible

-

to.a,European. Roland Ropinson's Wandjina: children of the Dreamtime
(Jacaranda, 1968) is vthable for® the poetic insight it ines into

some of the myths of the Northern Territory. In recent years there have
also been Te-tellings by Aborigines of their own’ 1egends. There are two
outstanding collections: . _ | L
Stradbroke dreamtime brings to li}e stories of the children -
of Aboriginal~poet Kath Walﬁbr, together with traditional tales J
.which she heard.asva child.'(Angus &‘Robertson, 1972) . \ :\
Di jugurba: tale; from ﬁheLSpirit_Time, was written and illus-

trated by young Aborigines\at’a teachers' training college in .

Darwin. (Australian National University, 1974).

Picture books. A valuéd publication is The giant devil d{ngo




a splendidly illustrated picture~hook by Dick Roughsoy. (Collihgw 1973,.

This is-one of the few Australian picture-books of distinction. Thc
. , . .

. . . . Iy .
award for the picture Bnok of the year has been made only séven timos
in the last 20 years, but three of these awards hmve been made since 1971.

The lack of picture books has been due partly to publishing economics; mf

partIy to-a lack of artigzs who had been accustomed as children as

children to ‘the world of picture books, and partly to a lack of chiléren's

-

&
editors to foster the publlcatlon of picture books of quallty

, ‘Where European and American illustrators“ﬁave used folk tales for

54«"/

their text, Australian illust?ators turn to\tbe popular poet A.B,

Paterson, 'the Banjo of the Bush'. His poems are the ba51s of three bonks'

Waltzing Matilda ‘illustrated by Desmond D1gby w1th'ﬂramatlca11y

‘ :
v ‘ .
v sombre pictures.(Collins, 1970)- ‘ = ’

v

Mulga B111's v1cyc1e, *11ustrated by K1lmeny and Deborah

N11and. (Collins, 1973). Humourous and fastmoving action in both
- text and pictures., v ‘
. . 1 a ; N

The man from Irohbark; illustrated by Quentin Hole. (Collins,

1974) . Picture Book of the yfar- for 1975. ' . '

A companion frow Abor1glna1 legends for Dick Roughsey s Giant dev11
. . >
d1ngo is The buny1p from Berkeley's Creek. (Longman, Young Books 1973)
s
//\\Roq Brooks s 111ustrat1ons won the’ p1cture Book of the year mward in

1974, and the qua11ty of Jenny Wagner's text was sippgled out for nar- .-
, 2% ’ ‘ )
ticular pragse by the judges. . -

I2 .
" %ﬂz ) . 5
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titles for early readers. Tha mast attractive of these are from a young

]

author, Christabel Mattingley. Her affectionate studies of‘%ountry
' children, such as Queen of the wheat castles and The windmill at T

7 ' s
Magpie Creek, recognize bath the hazards’and the pleasures of farm life

- » »
in the outback. (Brockhampton; other titles by Hamish Hamilton) .
.\ - ‘ f/:

The lucky stone, by Stella Sammon, is a 'sensitive story of Aboriginal
life today, poised between a tribal life that is rapldly vanlshlng and

on urban life that is st111 strange. (Methuen, 1969)

. i .

.Fiction for older children. The themes and attitudes that have’ domlnated

°

the Austra11an self-image appear at most levels of our 11terauure. They
are also eV1Qent Ln children's books, partlcularly in stories for olQler

. N * ) ‘
. readers, . " , ‘ o

-

#

Underlying, the subject and the plot is frequently the theme of
' exploriﬁg,and understanding - oneself, the country and man's place in it

or the teﬁsions that underlie human relationships . within a soéial, '

contexi. There is also an expression,of a great nee;7to belong and to

feel accepted. In the best books, these themes are developed w1th Syme
¥ . ..

pathy and strength, and are frequently leavened with humour.

fhesdeveﬂ;;h@gt;of individual genres of children's literature is’,

literature, 1941-1970, Critiecal essays on 'ndfvidual.authofs;filIuS%ra— S

e T

+| tors and types of fiction alsd appear frequémtly in Children'$ libraries

¥
Enewaletter and Rdeing'time. These are all ejssential material for any- -
one wishing to,inveétigate Australjan chilrr n's literature more thorough-

)

74

lyq Any con31derat1on of the .contemporary sce’e must begln ‘with the
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work of Nan‘Chauncy; whose f}rst book was published in 1948, The N

£ »
Tasmanian background, unfamiliar to many Australians, was the firmly-

N
s

established setting of all her work, Her early Sooks centre on the
' i N . .

Lorenny family, English settlers coming to‘terms with the '"rough-wrought
_ il , . A

»

mountging of Tasmania" and establishing a home in the bqéh, where' they

feel, in the efid, that they truly belong. Most of these books are
. v K e : ,
available in American and German editions. In all, her books are repre-

. s .
sented in twelve languaggs.'Australian'criticsgggree that her outstanding
. book is Tangara (American title: The” secret friends. Oxferd) It deals

. . v . N . “ T N

with one of the.most shamefuL,évents‘in Australian history, the deli-
beraté and brutal destruction of the Taémaniaﬁ Aborigines by white -

settlers. In Tangara, a green shell nétklace leads Lexie into the past,
,/. . B . -

@ b
Y -~ -~

to her ancestor @ita and Rita's Aboriginal friend Mgrrina. Ultimately,
0 ’ ~ . LT » - > >
the loving sympathy betﬁéen the black and the.white ‘girls cancels out

v
»

' [}

. some of tﬁe hideous cruelty .inflicted on oneyracé'by another. This is a

book- that could appeal to a much wider audience -than its Australian

. voaL
readers. /)‘ v@ o :%£4 o -
) : ' T e ﬁggm "
Eleanor Spence's family stories are all centﬁ%d;around,the theme of the
. . - ‘ Y

realization of a full personélity, and dsually appeal mainly to g&rls.A

Her most populér books is an historjcal story, LillypEllY'Hif! (Oxford)

Tﬁis is.the story ofbaﬁ English family ;ho inherit‘a country'property
iﬁ New South Wales at thg'end 6£ the ééntury.ATh; reconéiliation.of,ihe
qnw&ilingimembers o??the family'£o the dguntingly strange land‘{$f

‘ achievé"d_'/by"t’lf)e enefgetic, out~of~door Hérriew

» . . ¢ N &
3

L

o R wo » .




grounds, Thé elder daughter, Leslgy, dreams of afpefmanént home.wheré V.
. . R v'- - ‘ [ "—~. i’
, she can live like'the laurel, "Rooted ‘in one deal perpetual place.'. o

Y

-20-

9
s

", Two of Eleanor 3pence's bnoks recognize that the structure of:

emplofmeni in Australia means that a family 5a9 have to move from »ne

t&ﬁn to ‘another. A Book of the year award, The-green place (Oxforad)y is
N . - N . hd ‘ . " -

the story of a family whose father operates a children's train at- fair-

.

, More reéent, and with a s%ronger interest~for~boys,‘is The nnthing-
- . . . : .

3

place (Oxford). The friendship that grows between tne,cheerful, out-gning -

Shane and the pértial}y deaf,Glen_has as its backgroun& one of the-

anonymous suburbs that. have spreadﬁrap1d1y ground all Austra11anrc1t1cs. .
fus.
4 . : ¢
! The" best known Austra11an children's wrlter today is undoubtecly

LY

'Ivan Southall. He has been degcr1bed as "the most talked-about pnd

" and excitement. - o S

-

8
wrltten—about _Australian autho: that dh11dren read" 1 His work has been

criticised for #tsflack of humour, and ituhas also been claimed that
. - : N

his themes and technique's belonyg in adg}t rather than childréh?s

iteraﬁhre. o ' p v, , .]L .
N . e . L] (vg
Certalnly his major books place ch11dren under enormous stress,

Jl'
-

e
and frequently requ1re them to shoulder emot1ona1 fbspon51bil1t1es that )
. - . L4 ;‘A’

the adult characters are 1neapable.of bearxng. He is, however;-also-

one of the stt popuiar autnors in school and cniidn%ﬁ's ijbraries; It '=
dbviouslfron cnildrenﬁi comments fﬁat mnny.of‘his n;aizzs‘ﬁﬁspond tre ‘
the tension; presen® in all Southall's books, as.welf'?s‘%o their acti .n

e ) s
» * Q
. :

R

F3 ! A . Jo e

It -is d1ff1cu1t to select 1nd1v1dua1 titiles for comment. Méention

/ A\
{

2
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must be made »f Hills End, Ash Road and To the Wild Sky (all Angus &

Robertson). These three novels have in common children pitted against

v

the elemental dangers of water, fire and air.

A good introduction to later books is Over the 'top (Methuen),
. L. 7/ " . i [ .

' v > - '
which describes Perry's frightening journey~at night.through the bush
to bring help to his parents. Ivan Southall!s books mark a departure

. : - - . . ‘; ) .
.from "children's books" into '"novels for children'". Representing as’

they do’ the stresses and ensions of contemporary lifepithey. boulq.

refer to children in any urbanized society. .

o The:fourth writer whose work occupies a major positioﬁwfn“
Australian chifdren}s yr;ting today is patricia Wr}ghtson; Where
Southall's books, command a sometﬂnes‘unwilling critical respect, hers

are more often mentioned with deep affection. She has developed from

-

' )
fam11y adventure storles, dating from the early 1959's, to an.examina-

"tlon of the reconc1111at10n of Aboriginal mythB with contemporary life.

s

This theme was foreehadowed in her excellent book, The ﬁzcksvof

Honey -(Angus & Robertson fO;P,]- Puffin). This is a sensitiVe yet never

4 * ' _ :

»sombre story of the fr1endsh1p between a wh1te boy and a part- Aboraglnal
o

- boy. who learns to accept both parts dT his inheritance.
N * . "Y‘. ’ ; .
The book best known to an overseas audience is probably " I own
. / : . ‘e .
the racecourse!" (Hutchlnson). ‘Here, Patr1c1a Wrightson'explores the

. , . TN

world of an 1nte11ectua11y retarded boy and the group of fr1end“ whe

sl
0" . \

seek.to protect him in his'encounters with the bewildening behfviour '

of adults,




"« awards early this year. The judges' comments made it clear that, in a

. This Yook, like Down to earth and An older kind of magic (both
h. - ' M ‘
Hutchinson), is set in Sydney. The three form a useful contrast to the

books. with country sett1ngs which have made up a 1arge part of 11terature
1Y . » «

for both-.adults and ch11dren.

-« . N *

In An older kind of magic and The Nargun and the stars (Hutchinson),

Patricia ﬁrightson introduces creatures from Aboriginal myths. and legends

X

t

. in the hope that this will people our contemporary 1andscape with a |

magic more appropriate than_ the elves and fairies of European folklore.
These four writers are the chief, but by no means the only,

‘ehildren's authors producing work of quality 1n Austra11a today. It is

-

"hoped that there will be some opportunity during the Conference for more
Vol . .

deta11ed d1scuss1on.
. . * - o ’

Future trends. The Children's Book Council of Australia announced its.

- . ' .
. .

(Year’when there was no entFy from Ivan Southa11~ E1eanor Spence or
A '

garticia-Wrightson, no maJor new ta1ent had .emerged e1ther.‘They d\blored

' the number of .books based on temporar11y fashlonable themes rather than’

on deeply felt conv1ctlons, and mentioned'?egretfully the lack of books

with an ‘urban sett1ng. N o e )

.- [ _ ' . .
Their most st1ng1ng cr1t1c1sm was reser dd for poor qua11ty book .

des1gn and product1on. It .was. eV1dent that this prevented Ruth—ahrk’

h1gh1y commended Caﬂlle s Cast1e (Angus & Robertson) from gaining the

Book of the iear Award. The need for competent book ed1tors,'worh:d£\w1th.

talented designers was emphasxsed. American and British e}perience has

.
oy

e
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% . v ,- . : . ﬁ
shown that this is.the first siep towards a yengrqlly hjgh.standard mn

a nation's chéldren's litgrature. The growth of school and chiidr@n's
. ' / ’ -
libraries has already fostered the producteéon of children's books..
. a .
As the market exﬁands, we are- 11ke1y to See the appo1ntment of

-

. more ch11dren s editors. Though Austra11an publlshlng has been dowmina-
A Y

ted by outs1de interests 1nhthe last few years, there hawe been a few ’

firms establlshed, one of which- is strongly comm1tted to. the publlcatlon

of chlldren s books.

-

A promising sign is the increased production of picture books and,

stories for younger readers. This, I hope,: is where we shall see more

-

dengOpment within: the ngxt few years, Perhaps, too, we may hope for

books that celebrate: the many countries from which our migrant children'

e

come, Whate T the subjecfs or settings, it is'certain that there -are
apbreciative readene for’as many ood children's books as, .our wr1teru
and art1sts~can créate. If they/are fa1thfu1 to thelf Australian .
sources, they.may_perhaps brrng some understanding Qf thg.country and

its people to an international audience.

!
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